


NOT HATE 


There’s a bunch of conmen out 
there who want to steal your vote 
on 10 June. 

They hide their real politics because 
if they showed their true colours it 
would be obvious that they are 
against everything that makes Britain 
great. 

To sound like patriots they 
call themselves the British Nation- 
al Party. 


DEFENDING DEMOCRACY 


They want Britain to be like the old 
apartheid South Africa where racist 
bigots forced black people to live as 
second-class citizens. 

But millions of Britons were ap- 
palled by the apartheid regime and 
supported Nelson Mandela —- the 
great South African leader — in his 
struggle for democracy. 

And when Mandela languished in 
prison he said it was Britain that in- 
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spired him as a model for a future free 
South Africa. 

The British people are great fight- 
ers against tyranny. The BNP might 
make a lot of noise but we are the 
silent majority. 

On 10 June vote for a democratic 
political party and not a bunch of 
hatemongers. 


Vote Hope not Hate 
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BNP BOSS 
IS CITY 
GANGSTER 


The Merseyside organiser of the BNP is 
a well known gangster in Liverpool who 
has been quizzed by police over several 
gangland murders. 

Joey Owens, a martial arts expert who also acts 
as personal bodyguard to BNP leader Nick Grif- 
fin, was himsef recently shot in the shoulder as 
part of an ongoing gangland feud. 

Owens'’s involvement in politics has outraged 
victim support groups. “How can the BNP 
claim to be the party of law and order when 
they have the likes of Owens leading them,” 
one told Searchlight. 
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BNP councillors have 
failed, failed and failed 
again. The BNP has just 
17 councillors and none 
are up to the job. 

Some of the BNP coun- 
cillors regularly fail to turn 
up to meetings and those 
who do just sit there in 
complete silence. Two of 
the councillors in Sandwell 
were so out of their depth 
that they ended up voting 
against a motion they had 
proposed. 

In Burnley the BNP was 
briefly the main opposi- 
tion party, with eight 
councillors. Yet it is here 





Steve Batkin Stoke-o 
Banned from voting because he had not 
paid his council tax for nine months 
though he still managed to claim his full 

councillor’s allowance of £5,000. 


Robin Evans Blackburn 
Left the party in fury at the 
involvement of drug dealers and 
football hooligans in his 
BNP branch. 


Luke Smith Burnley 
Resigned from the council after attacking 
a man with a bottle. He is also 
banned from Burnley Football Club for 
hooliganism. 


Ken Starr Burnley 
Boasted that the BNP had no intention of 
presenting any policies to the council 
despite being the main opposition party. 
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that they have failed most 
miserably. Their council- 
lors have hardly ever spo- 
ken in a debate although 
some were elected two 
years ago. The BNP group 
leader, Len Starr, even 
boasted to the local paper 
that they had no intention 


of putting forward any 


proposals despite being 
the opposition party. 
The BNP then lost one 
of its councillors after he 
attacked a man with a 
bottle. His victim was left 
needing stitches for a face 
wound after he was held 
down by three of the 




















councillor’s friends. 

In another part of town 
a BNP councillor de- 
nounced a community 
project aimed at improv- 
ing the area. Local resi- 
dents, including many 
who had voted for him, 
were so angry at his criti- 
cism that he was forced to 
backtrack. But rather than 
apologise he accused the 
local paper of making up 
his original letter. 

The performance of the 
BNP councillors in Burn- 
ley has been so appalling 
that they have even been 
denounced by a fellow 


Geoffrey Wallace Calderdale 
Booted off the governing bodies of two 
schools for non-attendance. The local 
paper denounced him as a “traitor” to 
the voters. 


John Salvage Sandwell 
So out of his depth that he supported a 
pro-asylum seekers motion contrary to 
the pledges he gave voters. 


Ramon Johns Broxbourne 

Admitted to a BNP rally that he had little 
| idea of council business. Has not said a 
word in council meetings. 


David Exley Kirklees 
So clueless that the only time he has 
opened his mouth in a council meeting 
was to ask whether Muslim teachers get 
more holidays than Christian teachers. 
The answer is NO. 




















BNP councillor. Writing 
in the local paper, he crit- 
icised their silence and 
said that simply attending 
meetings was not the sign 
of a good councillor. 

Fortunately the voters 
of Burnley are beginning 
to realise that the BNP is 
full of empty promises. In 
two recent council by- 
elections in wards where 
the BNP has had coun- 
cillors, they have been 
heavily beaten. In one 
ward the BNP vote was 
slashed in half and the 
party slipped from first to 
third place. 




























WHY | TURNED MY 
BACK ON THE BNP 


Maureen Stowe is a coun- 
cillor in Burnley. She was 
originally elected on a 
British National Party tick- 
et along with several oth- 
ers. She talked to 
Searchlight about why she 
turned her back on the 
racist organisation. 

Maureen hadn’t been a 
supporter for long when she 
realised that the BNP had lied 
to her about its politics. 

“| went to their meetings, 
which were boring, but | did 
think that Nick Griffin was 
some kind of saviour. Once 
we got elected he never had 
time for us, he would never 
tell me what the policies were. 
| had to ring Griffin constantly 
to ask him if things that were 
being said about the BNP’s 
policies were true. He did not 


seem to have any interest in 
the town or the people once 
we were elected.” 

How could a woman of her 
years and experience not 
know she was about to be- 
come a councillor for a fas- 
cist party? She takes a long 
draw of breath before she can 
answer. It could after all be 
her distrust of politicians 
generally. 

“Can you believe | didn’t 
know? It’s shocking, but they 
all wore suits and spoke 
about the things that were 
concerning people | knew too. 
| really thought they were the 
silent voice; it was what they 
didn’t say that eventually 
gave it away. They did not and 
could not care about the peo- 
ple who voted for them in the 
slightest.” 

The other councillors had 
a policy of silence in the 
chamber. “They sat in silence 
or did not even turn up to 
meetings to avoid having to 
make an input. They had 
some strange ideas, some 
very strange ideas, but they 
would never say them through 
fear of being exposed, | sup- 
pose. | began to realise it was 
all a big con, then | realised 
| had contributed to the 
shaming of Burnley. | love my 

town, | am a local lass, 
and | had absolutely no 
idea that the BNP did 
not care about Burn- 
\ ley at all. 
4 “They are a dis- 
4 grace,” she says. 
“This town is 
built on Asian 
input into the 
industry we 
used to have 
here. It was 
not the Asians 
who took the 
industry away, 
was it?” 
Maureen’s not 
going to resign, 
she’s actually going 
to do what she thought 
she had been elected 
for — community politics 
with an always open 
ear available for the peo- 
ple of the town. 


* 
ri 


BNP councillor resigns 
in drug dealer fury 


Blackburn’s BNP councillor 
has ditched the BNP in 
protest at the drug dealers 
and football hooligans 
within his local party 
branch. 

Robin Evans was elected 
for Mill Hill ward in Black- 
burn in November 2002 
but now he wants nothing 
more to do with the BNP. 

“The local branch in 
Blackburn is largely made 
up of football hooligans 
and drug dealers,” Evans 
explained in his resigna- 
tion letter to other BNP 
members. 

He added that while he 
tried to work hard as a lo- 
cal councillor he faced hos- 
tility from the thugs and 


undesirables in the BNP 
who did not seem interest- 
ed in the council. 

Evans believes that the 
BNP simply does not have 
the calibre or political abil- 
ity to bring about any real 
change in Britain. In fact, he 
now says that they will only 
make the country worse. 

“If 1 and most others are 
honest, I do not really want 
my son to grow up under a 
Labour leadership, but in 
comparison to what I have 
learnt relating to the BNP 
organisation, I would rather 
have the current dictator- 
ship than the political dis- 
aster that is promised from 
the BNP performance to 
date.” 
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TERROR IN MERSEYSIDE 








CITY GANGSTER 


The Merseyside organiser 
of the British National 
Party is a violent Liverpool 
gangster who has been 
quizzed by police over 
several murders. 

Yet not only is a senior BNP 
organiser, he is also a per- 
sonal minder to the BNP 
leader Nick Griffin. 

The involvement of Joey 
Owens in such a high posi- 
tion in the party exposes 
the lie that the BNP is the 
party of law and order. 

Owens has been in trouble 
with the law on a number of 
occasions. In 1982, while a 
junior British kick-boxing 


==" ENP COUNCILLOR IS 
BANNED SOCCER LOUT 


rf Tyndall expelled in BNP rift 


Nick Griffin with Joey Owens (right) on the election trail 


champion, he was impris- 
oned for sending razor 
blades in the post to mem- 
bers of Liverpool’s Jewish 
community. 

He was jailed again in 1994 
for carrying CS gas and 
knuckle-dusters. 

But then his criminal ac- 
tivities got alot more serious. 
In 1997 Owens was impli- 


cated in the horrific murder 
of Stephen Cole, a former 
Liverpool footballer and club 
doorman. Cole was literally 
hacked to death in a city- 
centre pub in front of his wife 
and friends. The killing was 
revenge for the stabbing of 
one of Owens’s close friends 
and was part of the city’s no- 
torious “door wars’, which 
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claimed a number of lives. 

According to the promi- 
nent Liverpool gangster 
Charlie Seiga, “Joey was 
lucky. Witnesses failed to 
pick him out in an identifi- 
cation parade.” 

Owens formed a close 
friendship with Seiga, affec- 
tionately nicknamed “killer” 
by the police, and the two re- 
main close friends. 

“Joey Owens was very dif- 
ferent from the rest,” re- 
members Seiga. “Although 
young and in his thirties, he 
had that sort of ‘old-school’ 
feel about him. First his 
manners were impeccable, 


Searchlight magazine 


Every month, since 1975, Searchlight magazine has exposed the 
illegal activities of Britain’s Nazis. 


In August last year we revealed that a BNP councillor in Burnley 
was a football hooligan. Within weeks he had been expelled from 
the BNP after glassing a fellow member at their “family” Red, 
White and Blue festival. 


Searchlight publishes articles from leading researchers and 
journalists on the far right from across the globe. Read 
Searchlight and stay informed about the activities of the far right. 


against racism and fascism 
www.searchlightmagazine.com 
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and the other good asset he 
possessed was his intelli- 
gence. He also showed a lot 
of respect to his elders.” 

But Seiga also knew 
Owens to be a man of ex- 
treme violence. “You could 
be deceived by Joey’s ap- 
pearance — blue eyes, fair 
hair, quietly spoken — you 
just would not be able to 
dream of what this man was 
capable of.” 

Another close associate of 
Owens was Lee Jones, a for- 
mer boxer. Jones's promising 
career had been cut short af- 
ter he lost an eye in anoth- 
er gangland feud some time 
earlier. Jones later killed one 
of his attackers and was con- 
victed of manslaughter. 

“These two men, Joey and 
Lee, are well known to all of 
the Liverpool gangsters and 
club doormen,” says Seiga. 
“And if it came to violence, 
just don't f*** with them be- 
cause if they are on your 
case, especially Joey, you 
would have to prepare to 
face the consequences af- 
terwards.” 

In November 1997, Owens, 
Seiga and Jones were arrest- 
ed for the murder of anoth- 
er Liverpool gangster, George 
Bromley. 

Bromley was murdered 
while visiting Seiga’s house. 
He was shot three times in 
the head at close range in 
what local police described 
as a “gangland execution”. 


BNP BOSS IS 


Owens and Seiga were 
charged with murder after 
Owens’s fingerprints were 
found on the newspaper 
that Bromley was holding at 
the time of his death. 

The two men, together 
with Jones, were also charged 
with threatening to kill 
Bromley’s best friend. Owens 
was alleged to have said, “If 
you dont stop the rumours 
you'll get three in the head 
like George”. 

Owens never made it to 
court. Days before the trial 
was to begin the main pros- 
ecution witness disappeared, 
never to be seen again. Char- 
lie Seiga, in his autobiogra- 
phy Killer, described this as 
“a small miracle”. 

With the main witness 
gone and the three all deny- 
ing the charges, the case 
against Owens was dropped. 

Owens continues to mix 
with other Liverpool crimi- 
nals despite his high profile 
in the BNP. One of his clos- 
est associates was recently 
arrested and charged with 
possession of drugs worth 
£220,000. 

Another is carrying on an 
increasingly violent dispute 
with a rival Sunday League 
football team. A recent fight 
saw one man struck with an 
iron bar and the promise of 
even greater violence. 

But Owens has not had 
things all his own way. Only 
a few weeks ago he was shot 
in the shoulder — the latest 
instalment in a long-run- 
ning gangland feud. 

Owens has made several 
enemies in the Liverpool 
gang scene. One is a city club 
owner who got rather an- 
noyed when Owens shot up 
his house. When Owens was 
admitted to Liverpool’s Uni- 
versity hospital with his re- 
cent gunshot wound, the two 
bumped into each other in 
A&E. Owens was forced over 
the counter and strangled. 

Terrified hospital staff 
called the police but Owens 
refused to make a complaint. 

Owens'’s criminal links are 
well known within the BNP 
even by its leader. His recent 
shooting has been the sub- 
ject of much internal party 
discussion. 

Yet despite his known 
gangland links, Owens re- 
mains a central part of Grif- 
fin’s BNP. 

“Owens is an animal and 
a very violent one at that,” 
one Merseyside police offi- 
cer commented to Search- 
light. “What does that say 
about the BNP to have some- 
one like that involved?” 
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THERE IS NO self-pity in 
her voice. Little moaning. 
Even though before her 40th 
birthday she has seen more 
hospital wards than most of 
us will face in a lifetime. 

In fact, the tough-talking 
Wigan woman has nothing 
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BEYOND THE 
CALL OF DUTY 


Lynne Calvert was 
devastated b 
, it was foreign 
doctors who saved her life 








praise for the NHS, and the 
doctors who saved her life — 
professionals who travelled 
thousands of miles to help 
serve in Britain. 

“The first thing I noticed was 
in 1996; it was just headaches 
then,” says Lynne Calvert, 
speaking from the council 
house she shares with her 
partner, two step-children and 
several animals. “I was in a 

sales job at the time, which 
was high-pressure, so the 
doctor of course thought it 
was stress.” She pauses, 
collecting herself, her 
breath rasping. “So I 
was treated for stress.” 
But something was 
still not right: “I started 
crashing the car, mis- 

judging distances. I 

mentioned it to the 

doctor and he sent me 
to a specialist. I was 
shoved from pillar to 
post to find out what 
was wrong.” 

A scan found she had 
a tumour. But her doc- 
tors didn’t know what to 
make of it. Her case turned 
out to be extremely rare. 

“I had an appoint- 
ment to go to the 
hospital for 

the re- 

sults 
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Did you know? 


25% of Britain’s medics’ 
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and I was very worried. The 
doctors had said there was 
something there but they 
couldn't decide if it was at- 
tached to my skull, a nerve, the 
brain, and so didn’t know how 
they would operate. I was 
there until four o’clock being 
pushed around these different 
people and departments.” 

It was one man who 
changed everything: “Mr 
Nsamba was his name. He was 
a Ugandan. He came over 
here in the 1970s, I think, af- 
ter Idi Amin [the Ugandan 
dictator] kicked out all the 
Asians. He was an Ear, Nose 
and Throat surgeon. He went 
ahead and did an immediate 
operation on me.” 

Lynne’s usual laugh is silent 
when talking of Dr Nsamba. 
She can’t praise him enough. 
Despite his best efforts, 
though, the tumour kept re- 
growing. “I started to look like 
a fish as the pressure [from the 
tumour] was making my eyes 
bulge.” 

What happened would be 
horrific for many of us. Lynne’s 
face had begun to sink inwards 
as her eye socket crumbled. “I 
was blinded on my right-hand 
side,” she says without a trace 
of self-remorse or pity. “I 
couldn't feel my nose, it was 
running and bleeding all the 
time. It was beyond a joke; I 
had to have someone with me 
if I went out. I was on constant 
pain relief and I knew the tu- 
mour had come back even 
though the GP said ‘no’. So I 
thought I would try and con- 
tact Mr Nsamba myself. I rang 
him again and within two 
days he'd seen me - and this 
was all on the NHS. 


roots are in the Indian subcontinent 





“No-one had expected it to 
come back,” she says. “But he 
believed me, which was 
strange in itself. He phoned 
me at home after the scan and 
said you're right to come 
back.” 

Lynne had to stop working. 
Nine more difficult opera- 
tions were to follow. “Each 
time I insisted on seeing Mr 
Nsamba, because he talked to 
me personally. He would sit 
next to me and talk through 
the scans. He was a middle- 
aged man, he didn’t owe me 
anything, he could have been 
like one of those distant sur- 
geons or doctors, but he was 
really kind. I insisted on see- 
ing him each time after that.” 

Lynne holds her breath a 
moment; she doesn’t want to 
take anything for granted but 
at the moment she’s getting 
better. 

“I can’t thank my doctors 
enough,” she adds. “Most of 
them have been black or Asian 
and they’ve all been fantastic. 
It’s really nice to feel that 
they’ve all been there for me.” 
She chokes for the first time in 
our conversation. “I still get 
tearful when I think about 
it.” 

Amazingly, one of these 
doctors has even been as- 
saulted by racist yobs. 

“Their level of ignorance, af- 
ter all the doctor had done for 
me, is beyond belief!” ex- 
claims Lynne. “Who else is go- 
ing to run the Health Service 
if not these people? 

“Tt’s a lack of ambition,” she 
says. “They rely on Asian peo- 
ple but they don’t see it. The 
Health Service would collapse 
without them.” 









HOPE “As people of faith, the defeat of 
racism is the business of us all. For it is only 
through the active participation of the many 

that justice is done. REV ARLINGTON 
TROTMAN speaking on behalf of 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland 


| HATE “Many who feel that Hitler was right 
do not believe it is safe yet to state such 
views openly. But times will change. | 


) JOHN TYNDALL, BNP founder and former | 


leader | 


HOPE “We need to challenge discrimina- 
tion and disadvantage in the world of work and 
face the challenge the BNP are posing which is 

part of a European-wide threat.” Brendan 

Barber, General Secretary of the TUC 





HATE “I am well aware that the orthodox | 
opinion is that six million Jews were gassed 
Tale MelcTaal-licrome)aaclcarcvemiaicel -laalesiate\e(ace 
OT ai aleteloy aoyeyalolanelisomelareWatcleMtarslmtnte 
earth is flat... 1 have reached the 

_ conclusion that the ‘extermination’ tale is a 
mixture of Allied wartime propaganda, | 
extremely profitable lie, and latter day 

witch-hysteria.” Nick Griffin, BNP leader 









HOPE “The trade union movement has a 
long and proud record of standing up to 
fascism in its many forms... [the BNP] sneak 
beneath a veil of respectability, just as Hitler 
did when he hijacked Germany’s fledgling 
inter-war democracy and closed down all the 
unions.” ROGER LYONS, Joint General 
Secretary, Amicus-MSF 


HATE “The sick minds who would 
have us believe that Jews were gassed at 
INUel al ivarelecmexelaale)(sitc NN] Siero 
Tony Lecomber, number 3 in the BNP 


Fact File 
Filling the skills gap 


Britain needs more workers. That’s the mes- 
sage from economists time and again. 

Anyone who has ever needed treatment on the 
NHS knows what a difference more staff would 
make to cutting down waiting lists and improving 
treatment. 

And it’s not only in healthcare that we need work- 
ers. We need people in teaching, the building in- 
dustry and computing, to mention just a few. 

Most of these workers will be born and trained 
in Britain. But if some of these skilled workers come 
from abroad then we should welcome that. 

After all we don’t think anything of the fact that 
thousands of British workers go to places like Spain 
and the USA if they have the skills that are need- 
ed to work there. 

Our own industries would never have developed 
after the Second World War without the assistance 
of foreign born labour. 

It’s a simple fact that a worker contributes far 
more to an economy than he or she takes from 
it. People in jobs create more jobs as they spend 
their wages on the things they need. 

And we all know that we are facing a national 
pensions crisis with millions of people being forced 
to pay for extra private pensions or live out their 
old age in poverty. 

But the more people we have working, no mat- 
ter what their origin, the more people we have con- 
tributing to our pensions. 

Racism offers no solutions to Britain’s economic 
problems. What we all need is decent jobs with 
decent conditions for the first class services, econ- 
omy and pensions that we all deserve. 
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i0 DO_YOU THINK 
U ARE KIDDING 
MIR GRIFFIN? 


The BNP’s extremist 
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FRANCE 


Front fevike’ Pen 
National (FN) . 


Like many BNP members, the FN leader Jean- 
Marie Le Pen is a yob and a brawler with a 
string of criminal convictions including hawking 
records of Nazi marching songs and speeches 
by Nazi leaders. He has also been convicted in 
Germany and France as an apologist for Nazi 
crimes against humanity. Six years ago, he 
was banned from standing in elections after 
copping a three months’ suspended jail sen- 
tence for bashing a socialist woman MP. The 
FN is a deeply racist party. Some of its leaders 
traitorously collaborated with the Nazi occu- 
piers of France or fought in Hitler’s SS. 
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GERMANY 4 


National Democratic Party (NPD) 


Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, and John Tyndall, the par- 
ty’s founder, travel to Germany to visit the Nazi NPD. 
Tyndall is a friend of Manfred Roeder, a German Nazi 
terrorist killer who stands in elections as an NPD candi- 
date. The NPD openly wants to establish a new Nazi 
Reich and sings the praises of Hitler’s murderous SS 
and his deputy, Rudolf Hess. The NPD also believes 
that al-Qaeda’s terrorist atrocities of 11 September 
2001 were justified. The NPD is so anti-democratic and 
Nazi that the German authorities want to ban it and 
scores of NPD members have convictions for violence 
and terror. The party claims the wartime allies against 
Hitler — yes, British troops — were war criminals. 
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THE BNP AND 
THEIR MATES 





BELGIUM viaams Blok (vB) 


The VB has close links with wartime Nazi collabora- 
tion and violent paramilitary extremism. Many of its 
older members are traitors who helped the Nazi in- 


IN EUROPE 


The BNP want us to think that they are the 
anti-Europe party. 

But they are standing in the European 
elections because they want to jump on the 
gravy train by getting an MEP. 

If elected they will take taxpayers’ cash and 
use it to fund their hateful Nazi activities. 

On the continent there are already a 
number of extreme right-wing MEPs whom 
BNP leader Nick Griffin wants to link up with 
as part of a European Nazi bloc. 

The BNP won't stand up for Britain but 
for the interests of European fascism. 

After all, it was an idea that was import- 
ed from Germany and Italy in the first place. 


vaders or joined Hitler’s murderous SS. Some of its 
leaders were in the VMO, an armed gang that got 
banned. The present VB leaders, Philip Dewinter 
and Franck Van Hecke, kicked off their careers in 
the student NSV, a pro- 
VB strong-arm squad 
that uses a Nazi em- 
blem and works with 
Nazi Blood and Honour 
thugs. Toop VB members 
deny that the Nazis 
carried out the Holo- 
caust. The party wants 
an amnesty for people 
who collaborated with 


Hitler | Pr, hilip Dewinter 
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SWEDEN National Democrats 


BNP international officer Julie Russell recently visited Gothenburg to 
meet the BNP’s Swedish counterparts, the National Democrats (ND). 
The party is often dubbed the Criminal Democrats because so many of 
its leading activists have extensive criminal pedigrees. 

Party leader Anders Steen, for example, is a convicted insurance 
fraudster. The ND brings together suit-and-tie racists and Hitler fans 
with street louts, drunken brawlers, Nazi veterans and a notoriously vi- 
olent Action Squad. 
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BNP LINKED 
TO NAZI 


condemns BNP 


A WAR hero who served his country with honour during the 


Second World War has compared the BNP to the Nazis. 
Charlie Crute, 81, earned the Atlantic and Burma Stars for ser- 
vice during the conflict. As a sailor in the Royal Navy from the age 
of 17 he fought bravely for his country. 
But today he stands firm against the BNP describing them as 


no different from the Nazis. 


He said: “| saw some horrific sights during the war, especially 
at prisoner-of-war camps. But despite his experience of war he is 
proud to have stood up against fascism. 

“| don’t see myself as a hero, | am just one of many who stood 
up for what is right. The Nazis had to be defeated for the sake of 
every single decent person on this planet.” 

But 60 years after the end of the war, Charlie is becoming increasingly 
concerned about the presence of the BNP in his own country. 

And he feels people should again stand shoulder to shoulder 
to stop the far right from gaining a foothold in society. 

He added: “When you think that as a country we fought so hard 
against the Nazis and so many people suffered so much, it is sick- 
ening to see people with similar views in our own communities. 

“There is no difference between the BNP and the Nazis. 

With the BNP set to field candidates in the European elections 
Charlie insists it is more important than ever to reject the fascists. 

But he believes the people of Liverpool will reject the BNP just 
as they rejected the last fascist leader to visit the city more than 


Six decades ago. 


“I can remember Oswald Mosley coming to Liverpool at the height 
of the Blackshirts scare but all he ended up getting was a brick 
thrown at his head as he stood by Walton Hospital. 

“The people of Liverpool stood firm against fascism then and | 
hope and believe they will do so again.” 


LIVING WITH 
NAZI MURDER 


Altaf Arif knows better than 
most people what happens 
when right-wing extremists 
get a foothold. In 1981, when 
Altaf was only one year old, 
his father was murdered by a 
Nazi activist in Bradford. 
Taxi-driver Mohammed Arif 
had picked up a fare from a 
pub. His passenger turned out 
to be local Nazi Thomas Allen, 
who stabbed Arif to death ina 
horrific and senseless attack. 
This sickening, race-hate 
murder left two young children 
to grow up without a dad. 
“Growing up without my fa- 
ther was hard on both myself 
and my brother as we would al- 
ways wonder what it would be 
like if we had a dad like most of 
our friends,” Altaf remembers. 
“Tt was especially hard on my 
mum considering that she had 
only been married for three 
years when she lost my dad. 
However she always brought 
us up to respect people no 
matter what their racial back- 
eround was and not to be 
judgemental. My view is that 
just because a person has suf- 
fered racism it does not mean 
that they become a racist.” 
Thirty years ago, when the 


National Front brought their 
thuggish politics to Bradford, 
racist attacks became com- 
monplace. The recent arrival of 
the BNP - formed out of the NF 
—is achilling reminder to Altaf 
of those times ... and of where 
the politics of hate can lead. 

Today, Altaf is a prominent 
campaigner against racism 
and Nazism. Actually Altaf 
does far more, he is prominent 
in voluntary work and cam- 
paigns to make our city better. 
In 2001 Altafreceived the Young 
People’s Volunteer of the Year 
Award for his dedication (main- 
ly working with white ex-of- 
fenders). Altaf is a model citizen 
whom Bradford should be 
proud of. 

“Tt would be wrong of me to 
deny that we have a problem 
with some young Asian males. 
However for every young Asian 
that has a bad attitude, we have 
ten who are good, law-abiding 
citizens. As a person who re- 
gards himself as a Bradfor- 
dian it would sadden me to see 
the Nazi BNP get a foothold in 
my city. I appeal to all decent 
folk to say no to the racists as 
they only plan to divide and 
destroy our cities.” 


WEBSITE 


The BNP’s main European election 
candidate in Yorkshire & the Hum- 
ber has been secretly supplying a 
Nazi website with photographs of 
people opposed to the BNP. 

Nick Cass, from Dewsbury, has 
publicly admitted to taking photos 
of people leafleting against the BNP 
and passing them to a website called 
Redwatch. 

The Redwatch site was set up by 
the violent Nazi group Combat 18 
and operates out of Leeds. The 1 and 
8 in the name represent the first and 
eighth letters of the alphabet — AH - 
the initials of their hero Adolf Hitler. 

Redwatch is designed to harass and 
intimidate people who do not like the 
BNP. The organisers hope that if 
they harass people enough they will 
stop their activities. 

On some occasions this has led to 
violence. When two school teachers 
from Leeds refused to be intimidat- 
ed by Redwatch their car was fire- 
bombed. 

Another target is the award-win- 
ning Yorkshire Evening Post jour- 
nalist Pete Lazenby. He upset 
Redwatch when he revealed the 


criminal and Nazi background of 
Yorkshire BNP members. 

Emails between two Redwatch or- 
ganisers, obtained by Searchlight, ex- 
plain why they want to hunt down 
Lazenby. 

“We need to find this reporter 
fast,” read one message. “If we can 
scare this c*** off then we might get 
an easier time instead of being 
slagged off and made to look a bunch 
of muppets.” 

Another message clearly demon- 
strates the link between the Redwatch 
site and organised violence. 

“Redwatch has accumulated many 
names and addresses along with pic- 
tures of the targets, many of whom 
have had nothing done to them. 
Now’s the time to start a proper cam- 
paign of violence and intimidation to- 
wards those who seek to see us 
silenced or imprisoned for our beliefs.” 

This site contains many photos of 
people from across Britain. Many of 
these and the information that goes 
with them is old and inaccurate. 
However it has provided enough ex- 
cuse for Nazi criminals such as David 
Appleyard from Bradford to harass, 








intimidate and attack Bradford peo- 
ple whose only crime was to attend 
a carnival or pop concert. 

Cass is just one of several leading 
BNP members who have secretly 
supplied information to Redwatch. 
Others include: 

@ Chris Beverley — Yorkshire BNP Or- 
ganiser 

@ Tony Wentworth — BNP Youth 
Organiser 

@ Mark Collett —Leeds-based mem- 
ber of the BNP ruling Advisory 
Council. 

A spokesperson for the National 
Union of Journalists told Search- 
light: “The BNP and Combat 18 have 
tried to use the Redwatch site to in- 
timidate us but we shall not be si- 
lenced. Our members will go on 
revealing the truth even if that is un- 
comfortable for the BNP” 

The TUCis also appalled. “A normal 
political party does not try to harass 
and intimidate their opponents into 
submission,” a spokesperson said. 
“This is not the democratic process. 
“This proves that Cass and his 
friends are not a normal political 


party.” 


BNP organiser Chris Beverley 
prepares to take more photos 
as for Redwatch 
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Anyone who doubts just 
how low the BNP would 
stoop to gain votes could 
try asking the Houstons. 
The grieving family in 
Blackburn, Lancashire 
have bravely spoken out 
and condemned the BNP 
for exploiting the death of 
their daughter. 

Young Amy Houston was 
run over last year by a dis- 
qualified driver who hap- 
pened to be an asylum 
seeker. The BNP recently 
used this tragedy in a leaflet 
that has gone to homes in 
Gateshead and other parts 
of the North East, turning 


Grieving 
family’s fury 
at BNP claim 








the tragedy into yet anoth- 
er attack on asylum seekers 
for cheap publicity pur- 
poses. They had not made 
any attempt to contact the 
family beforehand, let alone 
ask their permission. 

Worst of all, even when 
many people expressed 
outrage at this shameless 
exploitation, the BNP 
could see nothing wrong 
with what it had done. A 
spokesman told a North 
East newspaper that 
Amy’s death was public 
knowledge and the BNP 
could use it in any way it 
wanted. 
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BNP SUPPORTERS 
mc 
OLDHAM RIOTS — 











Supporters of the British 
National Party “triggered” 
the Oldham riots. That was 
the verdict of Manchester 
Crown Court when it 
convicted ten adults and 
two juveniles who indis- 
criminately attacked Asians 
on the evening of 26 May 
2001. 

It was this incident that 
sparked an angry reaction 
from Asian youths which 


culminated in the riots later 
that evening. 

The majority of the white 
group convicted were BNP 
activists. 

Many of them had tried to 
instigate trouble earlier that 
day. They had been part ofa 
60-strong football hooligan 
gang which tried unsuc- 
cessfully to provoke disorder 
on the Coppice estate. 

Later that afternoon, CCTV 


cameras caught the group 
chanting racist songs in the 
town centre. As one of the 
hooligan ringleaders was be- 
ing arrested he told police 
that there would be a riot lat- 
er that evening. 

At 7.30pm ten of the hooli- 
gans left town in three taxis 
and headed to Roundthorn 
Road where they started in- 
discriminately attacking 
Asians. 


The mob even attacked 
white people who objected to 
their violent rampage. 

The BNP emerged in Old- 
ham on the back of the riots. 
The party presented itself as 
a legitimate form of protest 
and a channel for the white 
community’s frustration 
that excluded violence. But 
the truth is it was their sup- 
porters who kicked off the 
trouble. 


YOUNGSTERS from across Mersey- 
side have been learning all about 
the dangersof extremism. 

Hundreds of schoolchildren have vis- 
ited the remains of the infamous Nazi 
concentration camps at Auschwitz and 
Birkenau. The trips are organised by 
Nigel Flanagan, chair of the North West 
branch of Unison, who believes exposing 
youngsters to the harsh historical re- 
alities of extremism provides them with 
an invaluable lesson on the dangers of 
fascism. 

He said: “The visit to Auschwitz was 
by far the most meaningful and sig- 
nificant of the project. Young and old 
alike were very moved and incredibly 
disturbed by what we saw and learnt. 
Many people were moved to tears. 

“The project has achieved some of 
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its aims already. All sorts of local peo- 
ple have got involved, in particular the 
young people who produced their own 
educational programme and video. 

"A link with Holocaust survivors has 
been made in a community that might 
not have had it otherwise.” 

One young person will never forget 
what she saw. 

“You think you know about the 
Holocaust but nothing can prepare you 
for what you actually see,” said 15-year- 
old Stacey. “The glass case with the 
baby clothes in was upsetting as was 
being in a gas chamber where you know 
thousands of people have died. 

“The trip is educational for young peo- 
ple as it shows how far people will go 
just because other people are different.” 

Paul, 16, agrees. “I found the whole 








atid learn the lesson of history 


trip educational and could not believe 
that these people were killed just be- 
cause they were mainly Jewish. Young 
people and adults can learn a great deal 
about racism and oppression from vis- 
iting the camps. 

“| have not been able to stop talk- 
ing about it since | came home and will 
continue to do so.” 

The BNP have been trying to get a 
foothold in Sefton, where the majori- 
ty of the children come from, for years. 
Despite being continually rebuffed at 
the region’s polling booths they will be 
looking for support again this year. 

That is why Mr Flanagan believes the 
twice-yearly trip to the scene of such 
horrors is so vital as a way of raising 
awareness of the path that can be tak- 
en by those who live to hate. 
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John Martin was a BNP 
organiser in the North 
East until recently but 
now he wants nothing to 
do with them. 

“I joined the BNP be- 
cause I was a patriot and 
was worried about what 
was happening to our 
country,” he told friends. 
“T thought the BNP was 
something new but how 
wrong I was.” 

Martin became the 
Sunderland BNP organ- 
iser last May and got the 


party’s highest local vote 
in the council elections. 
He became so important 
in the BNP that he regu- 
larly met leader Nick Grif- 
fin. Many thought he was 
set to become the first 
BNP councillor in the city. 

But now that is not go- 
ing to happen. “I believed 
their propaganda that 
they had changed. I 
thought that they were 
now respectable. But in 
private they are still ob- 
sessed with Jews and are 


die-hard racists.” 

Martin fell out with the 
party after witnessing a 
BNP member sexually ha- 
rass a woman. He disci- 
plined the man but his 
party bosses overruled 
him and told him to stay 
silent. 

“There is no way you 
accept that sort of be- 
haviour,” he has told 
friends. “What does that 
say about the party?” 

He has since been 
threatened with violence 


















but he is determined not 
to be intimidated. | 

Martin joined the BNP 
because he was disillu- 
sioned with politics and 
wanted change. Sadly he 
has had to learn the hard 
way about the true nature 
of the BNP “T suddenly re- 
alised what these people 
stood for and I wanted no 
part in it” 

John Martin will not be 
voting BNP in June. He 
has seen them close © 
up and walked away. £ 
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They were people who be- 
lieved in freedom. They 
weren't called up. They 
didn’t have to join us. 
They chose to. They 
were happy to fight 
alongside the 
“mother country” 
} tomake the worlda 
safer place against 
the evils of Nazism 
i. ' and the lies of racial 
/ supremacy. 
' They came from all 
/ over the Common- 
' wealth: a million from 
Canada, 2.5 million 
from the Indian sub- 
continent; from South 
Africa, Australia, New 
Zealand, the Caribbean, 
the Far East and from 
across Africa. 
Troops from the British 
Empire fought in every 
theatre of war through the 
years of World War Two — as 
they had fought in many 
conflicts on the side of 
Britain over the past 150 
years. Hundreds of thou- 
sands died defending our 
freedom. 
Thousands came from 
the West Indies to fight in 
the trenches of the First 


) 
‘| 


World War. And there were 
over 2.5 million Indian cit- 
izens in uniform during 
1939-45. The Fifth Indian 
Division, for example, 
fought in the Sudan against 
the Italians and then in 
Libya against the Germans. 
From North Africa the Di- 
vision was moved to Irag to 
protect the oilfields. 

Over 36,000 Indian mem- 
bers of the armed forces 
were killed or went missing 
in action and 64,354 were 
wounded. Indian personnel 
received 4,000 awards for 
gallantry and 31 Victoria 
Crosses. The only person 
awarded a VC from else- 
where in the Empire was 
Corporal Sefanaia 
Sukanaivalu, of the Fiji Mil- 
itary Forces, who earned 
this highest of all commen- 
dations in June 1944 at 
Bougainville. 

One of the Indian recipi- 
ents of the VC was Havildar 
Gaje Ghale. In May 1943 he 
was in command of D pla- 
toon, 2nd battalion, 5th Roy- 
al Gurkha Rifles. Although 
badly wounded, he contin- 
ued to lead a charge against 
the Japanese forces on the 


Tiddim Road in Burma. 

The citation for his medal 
stated that he had “domi- 
nated the fight” with “his 
outstanding example, 
doubtless courage and su- 
perb leadership ... covered 
in blood from his own 
wounds, he led assault after 
assault”. 

But these men are old 
now. Many live in dire 
poverty without pensions, 
medical help or financial 
support. Recalling a visit to 
veterans in the Ugandan 
bush in 1997, Brian Wilson, 
president of the charity the 
Commonwealth Ex-Services 
League, says: 

“These men loved being 
in the Army. They loved the 
sense of comradeship. Sad- 
ly, they would like to be re- 
membered with a pension 
and often ask me why it is 
not possible.” 

Many people today for- 
get these heroes, forget 
the sacrifice made on 
our behalf, so that we 
could live in freedom 
and Hitler could be de- 
feated. Don’t let skin 
colour blind you to 
history. 


)\ BILL BURTON éé | served five years in the armed 
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forces opposing right-wing fascists. | am horrified to 
think that individuals now vote for these evil people 
that | and their fathers fought against. 79 


CHARLIE DENTON 464 | first fought fascism in 

1939 and | don’t intend to stop now. 
We fought them when we were 18 and we 

will carry on fighting them now we are 80. 97 
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Lucia Coviella was upstairs in her home 
in Peterborough when she heard a high- 
pitched hissing sound. 

Little was the 33-year-old to know that 
it was a petrol-soaked rag burning down 
to the bottle in which it was stuffed. 

Seconds later the fuse ignited the petrol, 
blowing out her blue Fiat’s windows and 
sending flames in every direction. 

She said: “There was fire everywhere in 
a huge circle around where the wreck of 
my car was left in my driveway. 

“TfI had opened the door a few minutes 
earlier, the explosion probably would 
have killed me.” 

Ms Coviella had lived in the street for 
10 years. Her boyfriend, who is black, had 
recently moved in with her. 

“Since then I have had my car broken 
into and my tyres let down. I just feel like 
someone has it in for me,” she said. 

“Tam terrified, and am now just a pris- 
oner in my own home. What is going to 
happen next? Are they going to put a petrol 
bomb through my letter box?” 

This is the world that “race-loving” ex- 
tremists like the BNP would have us join. 
A place where the streets of Britain are like 
those of Bosnia, Rwanda or Belfast. 

A place where Sunil Modi, 32, and his 
22-year-old girlfriend Claire Nichols can 
be set upon as they drive through Liver- 
pool. In 2000 Modi was hit in the face with 
a beer can and dragged out of his car be- 


Read this 


Love: Actually 


We have one of the highest levels of 
mixed-race relationships in the world |) ” 
today. But groups like the BNP insist |? 
love should only be skin deep. : 
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fore being kicked several times in the head. 

The men then dragged him towards a 
metal fence and shouted, “Spike him, spike 
him — put the Paki’s head on a spike” as 
his fiancée was attacked by a female 
member of the gang. 

But people like the BNP and those who 
carried out the attacks are going against 
the tide: the UK today has one of the fastest 
growing mixed-race populations in the 
world. 

In spite of the racially fuelled violence 
in several northern towns and cities, 
these days the evidence suggests that 
Britons of all shades are embracing each 
other more than ever before. 

Data from the 2001 census, due to be re- 
leased later this year, are expected to con- 
firm that Britain has one of the highest rates 
in the world of inter-ethnic relationships 
and, consequently, mixed-race people. 

Already by 1997 half of black men and 
a third of black women in relationships 
had a white partner according to a major 
study of ethnic minorities published by the 
Policy Studies Institute (PSD. 

It also revealed that other inter-racial re- 
lationships were flourishing with a fifth of 
Asian men and 10 per cent of Asian 
women opting for a white partner. 

But in spite of those findings, research 
carried out for BBC News Online re- 
vealed only a third of us think people in 
the UK are very tolerant of mixed race 
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relationships. 

Professor Richard Berthoud of the In- 
stitute for Social and Economic Research 
at Essex University was one of the PSI re- 
port’s authors. 

“Part of the huge interest is based on the 
assumption that it wouldn't happen — 
there’s an implicit assumption in British 
society that you marry somebody of the 
same colour as oneself. 

“But there are many people with black 
faces who just think of themselves as Eng- 
lish and see no reason why they should 
not form a partnership with a white per- 
son,” Professor Berthoud said. 

For James, 37, a white man with a black 
Zimbabwean partner, being told whom he 
can and can‘ marry is an affront to his per- 
sonal liberty. 

“Not only is it offensive, I just find their 
point of view very hard to understand,” 
he said. 

“My own view of the world and of life 
is to go out there and understand as much 
as possible, to engage with people, my fel- 
low human beings. 

“Tt’s not about skin colour: you meet 
someone and if you connect with them, 
that’s it. You can learn about the world and 
yourself in the process of discovering 
this new person. 

“What makes this country interesting is 
the variety of the people. If there was less 
of that variety, I wouldn't want to be here.” 
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USE YOUR VOTE 


Keep the BNP out 


The BNP are a bunch of hateful criminals 
masquerading as a political party. But of 
course they don't want us to see that. 


In order to hide their real politics the 
organisation's leaders have gone to great 
lengths to dupe the public. 


The BNP arose out of the National Front 
of the 1970s. Now they have ditched their 
bovver boots and skinhead haircuts to try 
and get our votes. 


But we know who they really are. The 
BNP is a bunch of race-hating Nazis who 
want to stop black and white people living 
and working together for a better Britain. 


The BNP point at some of Britain's real 
problems — which we are all aware of — and 
offer false solutions. They make black 
people scapegoats for all the ills of society. 


Their ideas are nothing new. We heard it 
all before when the German Nazis blamed 
the Jews for unemployment and inflation 
in the 1930s. 


Today, the BNP stand for the same things 
that the people of Britain and their allies 
fought against in the Second World War. 


The British Isles have for centuries been 
made up of people from many different 
backgrounds. We are renowned for our 
ability to pull together in the face of 
adversity, regardless of our roots. 


Your vote matters. The BNP could win a 
Euro-MP with a very small percentage of 
total votes. Now is the time to pull together 
once again and show the BNP that their 
bigoted views are not welcome here. 


Vote Hope not Hate on 10 June 
No foothold for the BNP! 





Printed and Published by Searchlight Information 
Services Ltd, PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 
web: www.searchlightmagazine.com 
email: sis@searchlightinformationservices.com 


Fact File 
BNP the Nazi Party 


Terror fanatics 

The BNP set up the Nazi terror group Combat 18 
(C18). C18 thugs provided personal security for 
BNP leaders and their meetings. BNP members 
were involved in many of the worst C18 attacks 
across Britain. 


Holocaust deniers 

There is no greater insult to those who fought to 
keep Britain free than to deny the Holocaust hap- 
pened. But that is exactly what the BNP do. 
BNP boss Nick Griffin alleged that extermination 
camps were built after the war! 


Jew-haters 

Like all Nazis BNP leaders hate Jews. Nick Griffin 
wrote a pamphlet claiming that the Jewish people 
were conspiring to control the British media in or- 
der to brainwash us into accepting multiculturalism. 
Griffin’s “proof” that the BBC was run by a Jewish 
conspiracy was the naming of of 19 Jewish em- 
ployees. That’s 19 out of over 10,000 workers! 


Nazi murderers 

The London nail-bomber, David Copeland, was a 
BNP member. Copeland murdered three people 
during a two-week bombing campaign in 1999. 
Copeland learnt his Nazi politics as an active BNP 
member. He even boasted to police after his ar- 
rest that he wanted to spark off a race riot in Britain 
SO people would go out and vote for the BNP 
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CUTTING EDI 


The surprising story of the world’s most famous hairdresser 


ENGLAND, 1946. Ra- 
tioning, bombsites, the 
wart over, fascism over- 
come. Or nearly over- 
come. The images of 
the Nazi death camps 
in Europe are still fresh 
in everyone's mind, but 
a resurgence of sup- 
port for Oswald 
Mosley’s Blackshirts 
has brought terror back 
to the streets and 
groups of British fas- 
cists roam the capital. 

Gradually men rise 
up to confront them. 
Jews back from the war, 
young radicals and de- 
mobbed English blokes 
determined to tackle in 
their streets the evil they 
had spent six years 
fighting. Armed with 
fists, coshes and the oc- 
casional knuckle- 
duster, they depend 
above all on their spir- 
it as a group and their 
bravery as individuals. 
And one of the bravest 
of them all, certainly 
one of the toughest, is 
a teenage hairdresser’s 
apprentice called Vidal 
Sassoon. 

It is one of the most 
unlikely bits of fashion 
trivia anyone could 
imagine. Vidal Sassoon, 
the man who invented 
modern hairdressing, 
gave us the Five Point 
Cut, the Asymmetric 
Bob and Mia Farrow’s 
$5,000 haircut for Rose- 
mary’s Baby, was a 
street-fighting man. 

Reclining at the Bev- 
erley Hills Mansion he 
shares with his fourth 
wife Ronnie and his 
beloved shih tzus, Sas- 
soon looks tanned and 
fit as he casts his mind 
back to the end of the 
Second World War to 
tell a story that even 
his friends haven’t 
heard. A tale from Lon- 
don’s dank days of aus- 
terity when the man 
who made his name by 
shaping heads was 
more interested in 
breaking them. 

“When I came back to 
London after the evac- 
uation I was 17,” he re- 
calls. “I wanted to be a 
footballer but my moth- 
er insisted I get a pro- 
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fession. We lived on the 
fourth floor of a Petti- 
coat Lane tenement 
building, where the 
smell of bagels wafted 
up from the bakery 
downstairs. The Lane 
was a maze of colourful 
humanity, people cared 
for one another and 
showed a kindness that 
knew no barriers of 
race. But then that 
popinjay Mosley was 
released from prison, 
where he had spent 
most of the war. And 
our lives were to change 
for the worse. 
“Suddenly, there were 
fascists preaching hate 
on every corner,” says 
the cool pensioner, his 
voice tightening a little 
with anger that seems 
undimmed by the pas- 
sage of time. “These 
rabble-rousers were the 
same Nazi sympathisers 
who had spent the war 
years in prison and were 
now starting up where 
they had left off. 
“Their speeches and 
their literature depicted 
us, the Jews, as coarse, 
ugly caricatures with 
long beards and dirty 
finger-nails, dressed in 
black gabardine. And 
they hurled the same 
abuse that I remem- 
bered from the 1930s, 
when I was too young to 
do anything about it. 
“I dont remember ex- 
actly when we decided 
to fight back, but the 
pictures we were seeing 
from Auschwitz and 
Buchenwald and 
Dachau changed the 
shape of our rage.” 
And so it was that the 
fresh-faced cockney 
(the measured, mid-At- 
lantic tones of the mod- 
ern Vidal are the 
product of elocution 
lessons taken in the 
1950s) signed up with 
the 43 Group, a crude- 
ly armed paramilitary 
force which began as 43 
Jewish ex-servicemen 
and which by its peak 
was to number more 
than 1,000 Jews and 
gentiles, men and 
women. 
“We had turned the 
cheek for the last time,” 







“Good God, 
Vidal, you 





look terrible. 


What 





happened to 
you?” 
“Nothing 


| us 


says Sassoon, “and asa 
17-year-old recruit, I 
was proud to be in- 
volved. The men were 
mostly ex-servicemen. 
They didn’t want any- 
thing but peace, but it 
was disgusting that hav- 
ing just fought a war 
against Nazism, home- 
grown fascists were al- 
lowed to. start 
reorganising. 

“As soon as I showed 
an interest I was as- 
signed to a particular 
group, like everyone 
else. We would get a 
phone call to be in a 
certain place at certain 
time to disrupt a Mosley 
speech, or one of the 
pubs. It was pretty ter- 
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rifying, but there was no 
time to worry about 
such things.” 

A boy among hard- 
ened fighting men, Sas- 
soon was to become 
one of the toughest and 
keenest of all the infor- 
mal soldiers. 

Many former 43ers 
remember Vidal well 
and his solid reputa- 
tion of standing firm 
when the fists started 
flying. “To think what a 
big deal hairdresser he 
would become,” said 
one of the veterans. 
“You would never have 
guessed to see him 
there, deep in the fray. 
At that time he was just 
the sort of guy you 
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wanted standing right 
by your side when the 
fighting started.” 
Inevitably the police 
arrested hundreds of 
people during the five 
years of organised vio- 
lence and on at least 
one occasion the young 
Sassoon found himself 
in jail. “I’ve lost count of 
the number of actions I 
was involved in,” he 
smiles, “but I do re- 
member the night we 
were told to go up to Kil- 
burn [in northwest Lon- 
don], to break up a 
fascist meeting. There 
was areal punch-up. We 
chased the Blackshirts 
into a pub, but we were 
ourselves being chased 
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by the police. They ar- 
rested us on the spot, 
threw us in the back of 
the van and started call- 
ing us filthy foreign Jew 
bastards. They beat the 
hell out of my old friend 
Big Mo Levy and threw 
us in a cell for the 
night.” 

At every turn, his 
modesty will not allow 
him to describe his dou- 
ble life as anything out 
of the ordinary for the 
time and place. “I took 
a few knocks, but we did 
physical damage to 
them, too. That’s what 
happens when there is 
hate.” But to show up 
for work, in a ladies 
hairdresser’s salon of 


all places, battered and 
bruised from a night’s 
fighting, must have 
been a surreal position 


for a young man to find 
himself in. 
“Well yes,” he says 


gently, “I had to have a 
sense of humour. There 
was one occasion one 
morning after a partic- 
ularly nasty tear-up, I 
went to work at the sa- 
lon in Mayfair with a 
badly scratched face 
and this refined client 
looked at me and said, 
‘Good God, Vidal, you 
look terrible. What hap- 
pened to you?’ 

“Nothing much, I 
said. I just fell over a 
hairpin.” 
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VIANDELA AND 
BECKHAM UNITED 


TWO OF THE WORLD’S most famous faces met 
in South Africa last year but it was not clear which 
one, David Beckham or Nelson Mandela, was 





Targeted by Nazi thugs 


“RACISM IS A NEGATIVE THING,” 
says Sharron Davies. And she 


more excited. 


The former president of 
South Africa — who spent 
27 years in prison under 
the old racist apartheid 
regime — met Beckham 
and other members of the 
England football team at 
his Johannesburg home. 

There were whistles and 
cries of adulation outside 
Mandela’s house as fans 
and the local and foreign 
media clamoured to catch 
a glimpse of Beckham. 

The England team were 
in South Africa for a 
friendly match with the 
national team, Bafana 
Bafana, who were also at 
the meeting. 

Beckham had insisted 
that if he was going to fly 
12 hours to South Africa 
then he must meet his 
hero, Mandela. 

As the historic meeting 
was beamed to news 
channels across the world 
Beckham told Mandela: 
“As England captain, it is 
a great honour for me, the 
manager, the FA, and the 
rest of the players to be 
here to meet a great man 
such as you”. 

Beckham smiled as he 
presented Mandela with 
an England shirt with the 
85-year-old anti-apartheid 
icon’s name on it. 

Mandela asked if he 
could put it on but an aide 
joked that the South 
African people would not 


be pleased if the ex-pres- 
ident wore the kit of their 
opponents before the 
match. 

Mandela is more used to 
meeting politicians and 
his diplomatic skills were 
further put to the test 
when he was asked what 
he thought of Beckham's 
new braided hairstyle. 

He laughed and touched 
his own white hair then 
joked: “I’m too old to ex- 
press an opinion on the 
latest developments with 
young people”. 

The match was to be a 
big moment for Lucas 
Radebe, the South African 
captain and Leeds United 
player. It marked the end of 
an 11-year international 
career and his 70th match 
for his national team. 

“Best of luck to both 
teams and may the best 
team win. We know in our 
hearts who the best team 
is, we don't express it,” 
teased Mandela. 

On the day England won 
2-1 marking the first home 
defeat in 16 matches and 
almost three years for 
Bafana Bafana. 

But off the field there 
was a sense of achieve- 
ment for the home side as 
South Africa are bidding to 
host the World Cup in 2010 
and Beckham and Eng- 
land have pledged to back 
them all the way. 
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Gam should know as she was target- = 
| jaystation.c 


Ae by racist thugs from oe 
at 18, an organisation wit 
links to the BNP “To promote Ryan Giggs 
it is to promote ignorance A lot of people don't know 
and intolerance of others. The that my father is black. He 
world is not a perfect place and was a professional rugby play- 
we as humans are far from per- er in the area that | played. So 
fect either, but why can't we a lot of people who I went to school 
learn from each other rather with knew who he was and knew that 
"than fear what we dont un- he was black. So | would get racist 
derstand? Please when taunts in school. It wasn't that bad in our 
you vote, and we school but there was a little bit. 

») should all vote if we I've read about Thierry Henry and the abuse Mar- 
want to make a dif- cus Bent and others have been getting. It is some- 
ference, do it with the thing that shouldn't be happening in football because 

right goals in mind and we've moved on so much. It is hard because, es- 
don't waste that vote on pecially in Europe, racism is always going to be 
a protest that will only there. Because in some leagues they don't have 
make things worse not many black players and they don't see black play- 
better. Two wrongs ers as often as we do in the Premiership. So black 
never make a right in players become the target of abuse. | 
anybody’s language. Picture: EMPICS | 


AND DEFEAT THE NAZI 
WAR MACHINE WITH 
THIS SUPERB GAM 





To win the console and game answer 
the following question. 


What is the name of the South 
African national soccer team? 

















Competition rules 

Only one entry accepted per person. The 
competition will be judged on 21-06-04. 
The winner will be contacted by 5-7-04. The 
prize must be taken as stated and cannot be 
deferred. There will be no cash alternatives. 
Searchlight does not accept any responsibility 
for late or lost entries due to the postal ser- 
vice. Proof of sending is not proof of receipt. 
This competition is not open to employees 
or associates of Searchlight, any person di- 
rectly or indirectly involved in Searchlight or Address 
the running of the competition, or their di- 
rect family members. Searchlight reserves the 
right to cancel this competition at any stage, 
if deemed necessary in its opinion, and if cir- Postcode 
cumstances arise outside of its control. All 












Competition closes Monday 14 June 
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KICKING WITH BOTH FEET 


Show Racism the Red Card 


www-.srtrc.org 





Kick it out 
www. kickitout.org 


entrants to competitions or promotions in- 
demnify Searchlight and its associated part- 
ners against any form of claim by themselves, 
their relatives or friends. Entrants will be 
deemed to have accepted these rules and to 
agree to be bound by them when entering this 
competition. The judges’ decision is final. 









Easy to enter. Just cut out your com- 
pleted coupon and post it in a sealed 
envelope to Searchlight Competition, 
PO Box 1576, Ilford IG5 ONG 

Entries to arrive no later than 14/6/2004 





SQUASHED! 


Nicholas Cass, the 
BNP Kirklees organis- 
er and lead European 
election candidate in 
the Yorkshire & Hum- 
berside region, often 
likes to talk about the 
time when he was a 
professional squash 
player and a British 
champion. 

Cass, who isn't too 
familiar with honesty, 
was actually telling the 
truth this time. 

However a more sin- 
ister side to Cass 
emerged when en- 
quiries were made 
about his playing ca- 
reer. 

According to the gov- 
erning body for squash 
in England he was 
more remembered for 
his violent temper on 
and off the court which 
eventually led to two 
lengthy suspensions 
from the game. 


Blackshi 
not avail 


Wear our multicoloured beacon 
against racism and fascism. 


Shirt just £9.99 with all profits 
to Searchlight local campaigns 
against the BNP 


available from www.philosophyfootball.com 


A former referee 
who wished to remain 
anonymous said. 

“T remember him 
well, big tall chap with 
ginger hair. Unfortu- 
nately I remember 
him more for his on 
court antics than any- 
thing else. If 1 remem- 
ber correctly he 
received two bans in 
the game, one lasting 
a full six months, 
which is quite a long 
time in squash. He got 
the two bans for abu- 
sive play and general 
lack of respect towards 
his opponents and ref- 
erees. A lot of these 
young squash players 
can be quite arrogant, 
but Nick Cass was one 
of the most arrogant 
players I ever had the 
misfortune to come 
across. He is certainly 
not missed from the 








An England team in a BNP Britain 
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sporting outfitters of intellectual distinction 








RUGBY LEAGUE LEGEND (ess 
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“Despite the misgivings the public may have with Labour 
and Conservative governments, voting BNP is not the 
answer as it will only lead to divided communities.” 





Euro 2004 is only weeks away 
and once again all England 
fans will be hoping that this is 
our year. 

Everyone will be backing Eng- 
land, that’s everyone but the BNP 

The political party that claims 
to stand up for English people 
does not actually support the na- 
tional football team. 

During the 2002 World Cup the 
BNP called for supporters to back 
teams other than England in 
protest at the number of black 
players in the squad. The BNP 
even urged support for Denmark, 
an all-white team. They claimed 
this made them a better side than 
the multiracial England team. 





Unfortunately for the BNP the 
Danes were thrashed by England, 
with the first goal scored by Rio 
Ferdinand. 

One BNP organiser in the 
North West even declared he 
could not support England be- 
cause of the “six Negroids” in the 
team. 

That is an insult to the England 
team, England fans and the 
country as a whole. It is also an 
insult to the black England play- 
ers who are proud to wear the na- 
tional shirt. 

As well as the England foot- 
ballers, Lennox Lewis, Nasser 
Hussain, Linford Christie and 
Denise Lewis have all proudly rep- 


Enter our competition on page 11\ A SW | 
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PATRIOTS 


resented their country contrary to 
the BNP’s claims. 

A BNP Britain would remove al- 
most all non-white people from 
this country. Any left would be- 
come second-class citizens by law 
under the BNP’s apartheid sys- 
tem. 

An England team under a BNP 
Britain would be without David 
James, Sol Campbell, Rio Ferdi- 
nand and Ashley Cole. It would 
also lose David Beckham as he 
is a quarter Jewish. 

So the next time the BNP tell 
you they are standing up for Eng- 
land, just remember that they 
failed to support the national team 
in the last World Cup. 
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